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Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and New Year

A Christmas Concert
at the Fairplace Church,
Okehampton
on
Saturday 16th December
at 7.30pm,
performed by the Clarinuts, a
quintet of local clarinettists who
will be performing
Christmas music plus old
favourites
Adults £5, children under 16 free
Refreshments
In aid of Children’s Hospice Southwest

BINGO NIGHT
Saturday 9th
December
Bridestowe Village
Hall
Eyes down at 7.30pm
Lots of super raffle prizes

Refreshments served

Fun for all the
family
In aid of Bridestowe
Village Hall & Bridestowe
Queen Bees

BaSE deliverers and other stuff
A very big thank you to all of you for delivering BaSE this year.
We have a couple of new recruits - Mike Sparey takes over from Rex Haythornthwaite in
Crandford Close and Ray and Mary Rattenbury will be following in the footsteps of
Margaret Gale and delivering the newsletter in Station Road. Good wishes to our Forda
deliverer Chris Rawlings for a speedy recovery from his hip surgery and Julie Nicholls,
our paper supplier, following her surgery.
There will be a January BaSE as usual but we’re cutting out all the adverts so that the
print run will be much easier for us. Talking of adverts, I was quite disappointed to
discover that two ads appearing in BaSE were from businesses that had ceased to trade
but hadn’t let me know. If you’ve tried to contact someone without success please
contact me. Remember, there is no charge for any submissions appearing in BaSE so
please make good use of your newsletter. A Young

Okehampton Food Bank
Message from Rev. Jeff Jacobson, Okehampton Baptist Church
“The foodbank is busier than it has been in the past. It was extremely busy for 4 years,
then gradually things improved. At the moment however, the need of the foodbank has
increased. Any donations would be very much appreciated.
Donations of food can be dropped off at the Baptist Church on Fridays between 10 -12,
also there are baskets at the Co-Op and Waitrose. They are not large bins, so if is more
than 4 large bags, at the Baptist Church will be best.
We do accept money donations; cheques can be made out to “Okehampton Baptist
Church - Foodbank”.
“No one is useless in this world who lightens the burdens of another.” Charles Dickens

Mission Impossible
They said it couldn’t be done. They said it was impossible. They were wrong!!
With the crack team of bulb planters in peak condition, armed with finely tuned
muscles, snow drops and over 1000 daffodil bulbs were planted in the church
yard – in an hour!! Refreshed with cake courtesy of the ‘back room’ ladies the
weary team made it home in plenty of time for lunch!
A huge thank you to all who helped, cheered on and refreshed over the morning.
We are all waiting now for the spring time show.
And while we’re on the subject of St Bridget’s church yard...

Clean up day - 2 December 10 to 12 at St Bridget’s.
Hedge cutting required! Coffee and cakes as usual reward
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Please support the quiz on Wednesday 13th December in the
White Hart in aid of Bridestowe Cricket Club. It’s always
great fun and even if you don’t win the quiz, you might get
lucky in the raffle.
The Thursday Morning Group will meet at the White Hart on Thursday,
December 7th at 12.30 p.m. for our Christmas lunch. Don’t forget to bring a
small “secret Santa” gift to go in the sack.
Please let me know if you have put your name down but find you are unable to
come.
Many thanks,
Ann Allan on 861551
Treetops update
Things have been incredibly busy at Treetops this year, we have had lots
going on both at the setting and within the community. Attendance remains
high, the preschool is particularly full, and we have list in place for
September 2018. Let us know if you have child that you would like to start at
Preschool at any point in the next 18 months – we need to plan ahead!
A massive thank you to everyone who has supported us over the past year, rural preschools are
so important to local communities and we aim to give our children the very best, so your help for
all the little extras is very much appreciated. We have had many wonderful events this year that
have topped up the rainy-day fund, which is brilliant.
We have all finally recovered from the Holly Auction on the 18th November; it was a super
night of fun, the pub was very busy, and we made just under £2000 profit. Massive thanks go to
everyone who helped in any way either leading up to, during the night itself at the pub or sorting
stuff out on Sunday/Monday. Thanks also go to all the generous donators, Jimmer our auctioneer
and the Fox & Hounds for their hospitality and letting us almost take over the pub for the
evening.!!
The charity arm of Treetops “TOTS” (Team of Treetops Supporters) are now the back bone of
fundraising; they support the setting which is now a not-for-profit Community Interest Company
in their aims and objectives. The group is made up of parents, friends and individuals that just
want to do their bit to help. If you would like to join them then please let us know.
We will shortly be creating a new garden area to add onto our current play area, the children will
use this to grow, create and enjoy a new “bug hotel”. We have been very lucky to source funding
to help with this project, so we are looking forward to getting it underway. We are also aiming to
add some specific learning areas outside but more news on this later in the Spring.
Thank you to the local Volunteer Group; the old road/path up by the cemetery that
parents/families and Treetops use daily is so much better underfoot, since it has been made clear,
wider, and safer with the hedges trimmed back. Thanks also to Rob Bickle for the extra trimming
around the vehicle access into Treetops; the visibility now, both ways, for drivers leaving the car
park, is much better.
Wishing you all a super Christmas and a prosperous New Year from everyone at
Treetops.
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THE WHITE HART INN, BRIDESTOWE
Nr Okehampton, Devon
Tel: 01837 861318
website: whitehartinbridestowe.com

Christmas opening times
Christmas Eve - Food served
only at lunchtime
Christmas Draw takes place at
9pm. No food served in the
evening although dishes of chili
available
Christmas Day - open 12- 2pm
Boxing Day Food served only at lunch time
27th December Return to normal opening times
New Year’s Eve - Party! Free buffet

QUIZ NIGHT
Wednesday 13th
December in aid of
Bridestowe Cricket Club

Families and dogs welcome
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WILD FLOWER SOFT ORGANIC MEADOW HAY FOR
SALE
116 WRAPPED LARGE ROUND BALES.
CUT MID AUGUST.
SENSIBLE CASH OFFERS INVITED.
BUYER TO COLLECT.
EBSLEIGH. TEL. 01837 861225 EMAIL. Stephen.squires34@btopenworld.com

SHOP TO LET
Located in the centre of Bridestowe village
Available immediately.
For further information, please emailJencast2002@yahoo.com
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Tavistock College is excited to
announce that we have entered
into a Schools Partnership
Programme with a charity based in
Swaziland, Africa. Since 2008,
SKRUM has coached and educated
children at local schools and
communities in Swaziland. SKRUM
introduces children to sport and in
partnership with the relevant
government bodies, also takes the
opportunity to educate the
children in HIV/AIDS (Swaziland
has up to a 42% infection rate) and
gender & health awareness. The
partnership will have three arms
to it, namely raising awareness,
fundraising and volunteering.
Swaziland is a country where the
average life expectancy is 32 years
of age. With 45% of children
between the age of 1 and 17
classed as orphans and vulnerable
children. Skrum have been
reinforcing positive attitudes about
gender and cross-gender relations
to raise the awareness of the
necessary social skills to sustain a
healthy lifestyle. Tavistock College
is the first state school to take part in Skrum’s Schools Partnership Programme which is a
great privilege for us.
We have a group of 8 students that have applied to be ambassadors for both the charity
and the school, a huge part of this role is to lead a group of students to fundraise money to
enable the college representatives to fulfil our pledge to fundraise £3,000 to take to
Swaziland during July 2018. This money will pay for three water harvesting systems for
three schools in Swaziland, as well as purchase over 50 fruit trees to plant in two
communities so that the people of that community can eat the fruit for years to come. As
Ambassadors the students will build these water harvesting systems and plant these trees,
over a 5 day period in the deprived communities of Swaziland. They will also be raising
awareness through HIV and AIDs education.
To enable the group to maximise their fundraising efforts we are looking at events that we
can take part in to raise the awareness of the work that we are doing. We very much would
like the money they raise to go directly to the people of Swaziland and so we are seeking
support for the costs of travelling to and from airports both in Swaziland and in the UK.
Tristan Muller-Forster and the SKRUM ambassador Student Team
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Bridestowe School Play Equipment News!
Friends of Bridestowe School are extremely pleased to announce that
the total required for the new playground equipment has been reached.
Thanks to recent kind donations from the Bridestowe Gardening Club,
the Parish Council and the school releasing funds from the PE and
School Sport Funding to cover the shortfall, work will start soon and the
playground should be ready for the children to play on before Christmas.
The playground has been designed to be fun, accessible and to encourage the children be
imaginative in their play. They will now be able to be active throughout their school day while
developing their fundamental skills.
Thank you so much from the committee, staff, parents and pupils to all those who supported
this worthwhile project, we are all extremely grateful.

Bridestowe’s Volunteer Group
At the end of October the group set to work clearing the footpath that runs in
front of the Village Hall along the old A30 towards the Trescote Way turning.
The grass had grown in from both sides reducing the width of the path by half.
November’s session saw us finishing the job and it was satisfying to look along the
whole tidied length. One perk of this task was the views of Dartmoor tors dusted
with snow - stunning. Our bacon baps at 11.30 went down a treat.
We plan to meet on the last Saturday in December and this session will be less
taxing. We’re meeting in the White Hart at 12 noon hoping for some mulled wine
and mince pies; we will be deciding on our ‘programme of works’ for 2018.
Do join us if you can - you would be very welcome. Please bring along any
suggestions for future projects.

What a show!
Graham Crocker and Brian Higbee entertained a full church with ‘More Good Toons’ on the
10th November. If that wasn’t enough the Queen Bees produced a spread to make the mouth
water which was thoroughly enjoyed at ‘half time’. I am sure all the audience left for home
humming a tune so if someone passes you on the street singing ‘Hey Jude’ you know where
they were that night!
Thank you so much to Brian and Graham for a wonderful evening of song, to Cynthia for the
back-room organisation and advertising, and the Queen Bees for the lovely food.
The proceeds boosted the Friends of St Bridget’s funds by over £400 – much needed now
with many concerns about the repairs needed in the church. So thank you all again and thank
you to all of you who attended – your ticket money will go to a good home!

The Over 60’s Luncheon Club will meet on Tuesday
12th December. Please contact Brian Maddaford
861402 if you have not booked in.
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Christmas Bacon Baps!
Saturday 23rd December, 10-12
A chance to enjoy some mulled
wine, mince pies and Christmas
cheer. Christmas decorations 50p
Lewdown Victory Hall

GRAND
CHRISTMAS WHIST
DRIVE
Friday 9th December
at 8pm
Coming next year....
MONTHLY WHIST DRIVES
Will be held on the second
Saturday
starting Saturday 13th
January 2018

Sourton Parish Council
Sourton Parish Council is seeking to fill a vacancy
for one councillor.
To qualify as a councillor you must be over 18 years of
age, reside in the parish of Sourton or within 3 miles of
the parish boundary, or occupy as owner or tenant any
land or premises therein, or have your principal or only
place of work therein.
Please apply in writing to the Clerk by 7th January
2018.
For an informal chat about the role to decide if you would
like to apply please contact the Clerk on
Tel. 01837 861230,
or email sourtoclerk@hotmail.co.uk
Mrs M. Leonard
Clerk to Sourton Parish Council
Beara, Bridestowe, Okehampton EX20 4EX

Would you like to book Bridestowe Village Hall?
Here’s how to do it!

1. Check the online calendar but remember some bookings can be moved to
accommodate others, so always contact the bookings clerk by calling
01837 861777 or emailing bvh@bridestowe.org.uk
2. Once you know the date/time you want is available, please collect or download a booking
agreement from
www.bridestowe.org.uk
3. Send or drop the agreement in to the Bookings Clerk. [You will be advised if you need to pay a
deposit.)
All the details you will need are in the agreement. You will then receive confirmation by email or
phone along with details for getting into the hall on the day.
01837 861321 - bvh@bridestowe.org.uk
www.bridestowe.org.uk

AVON

If you would like to receive an Avon brochure please
call me or email me.
My details are as follows:- Julie Nicholls
Tel: 01837 861228
Email: janicholls2002@yahoo.co.uk
If you leave a message, please don't forget your contact details.
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Bridestowe Churches
Partnership
Bridestowe Methodist Church
Advent is here again - where does the time go? We have a very full calendar for December.
Do join us for any of the following events.
Diary Dates:
Sunday 3rd Café Church at 11am with our new Pastoral Assistant Angela Banfield, this is a
joint service with the Parish Church. Coffee and Mince Pies will be served during the service.
Sunday 10th service at 11am with Rev Liz - it will be a communion service - followed by
coffee.
Friday 15th 7pm Carols and Nibbles in the chapel. All welcome to hear and join in the
Christmas Story told in Carols.
Saturday 16th 10am to 12 noon the last opening of the 50/50 shop (until next Easter) and
a Coffee Morning in the chapel.
Sunday 17th 11am service with Ruth James. AND 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight at the
Parish Church
Thursday 21st 6pm Carol Singing around the village - with our own minstrel - extra singers
always welcome. We usually end up in the pub - not to drink you understand - just to sing to
the customers.
Sunday 24th 11am service with Rev Goord, coffee to follow.
Christmas Day Service at 10am with Dean James. This is always a joyous time. Put the turkey
in and come and join us.
Sunday 31st 11am service with Bridestowe Worship Group AND New Year’s Party at 7.30pm
- Family Games - Country Dancing - bring and share supper.
At 11.30pm there will be a watch-night service with Rev Liz - See in the New Year with prayer.
Have you bought your Advent Calendar yet? I read recently of a family who instead of getting
a chocolate for each door they opened they made an effort to do something for others instead
- like calling in on a lonely person, making coffee (or a cake) for a neighbour, carrying
someone’s shopping, smiling when they meet a stranger in the street. Acts of kindness won’t
cost you a thing and can bring joy to others.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from us all. Keep smiling.
St Bridget’s Church
A large number of people attended Remembrance Sunday. This year we were lucky enough
to have a bugler sound the Last Post at the War Memorial. Serving members of HM Forces
attended along with Bridestowe Scouts who paraded their colours. Our commemorations were
completed by a light display on the War Memorial made by children from the school.
Church Services in December
3rd Joint Service at the Chapel 11.00am
10th Morning Prayer
9.30am
17th Messy Church
9.30am
Carols by Candlelight
7.00pm
24th Midnight Mass
11.30pm
31st Benefice Service at Lydford 11.00am

St. Bridget’s Church Bells
The bells may be rung as
follows: each Friday between
19.00 and 21.00 and for
services in the church. Visitors are always
welcome. For more information or to come
along and have a go contact
Bill Thirtle on 01837 861256
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Wonderworks Contemporary Craft Fair
Jubilee Hall, Chagford
Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th December,
10 - 5pm
Wonderworks Contemporary Craft Fair gets bigger
and better for Christmas 2017
Now in its 15th year, Devon’s acclaimed
Wonderworks Contemporary Craft Fair will be
showcasing the work of 30 crafts people from 30
crafts people from the South West. Each designermaker has been hand-picked via a rigorous selection
process for their distinctive designs, innovative
methods and contemporary appeal. And at
Wonderworks you’re able to meet the makers and
learn intriguing details about their craft first hand.
Here you’ll not only find unique yet affordable
Christmas presents, you’ll also be shopping locally
and supporting artisan talent and our sponsored
charity Hospiscare - www.hospiscare.co.uk
Admission to the fair is free but voluntary donations
to Hospiscare at the door are very welcome. Plus,
you can treat yourself to warming snacks and drinks
in the festive, friendly venue of Jubiliee Hall – a world
away from the usual high street Christmas shopping
slog.
There will be exciting craft activities for both children
and adults during the weekend with hands-on clay
and felting activities - take home a handmade
Christmas decoration! Wonderworks’ charity raffle
with impressive prizes donated by each exhibitor
and generous local businesses runs throughout the
weekend.
All the ingredients for a great day out.

Okehampton Christmas
Markets
Sunday 3rd December
&
Sunday 10th December,
10 -2pm
in the Parish Hall and Charter
Hall plus Red Lion Yard.
Crammed with Christmas
goodies, festive food and fun
things to do. Over 40 stalls. All
in the centre of town.
The Ruby Country Market
Saturday 2nd December
9am – 2pm.
at Hatherleigh Market EX20 3HT
The Ruby Country Market is not an
Antique & Collectors Fair, not an
Art & Craft Fair or a Food Festival
but a ‘Traditional Market’
combining all of these events
rolled into one with local music
and attractions to entertain you
whilst you browse and shop from a
vast range of local businesses,
talent and charities.

Last report from the Garden Club
The last act of the Garden Club is to clear the bank account. At the
last meeting all members were asked to vote to decide where
members felt the money would be best spent.
The accounts are now done, and we are pleased to announce that
the following amounts have been passed on, worked out using the
proportions each received from the vote.
Bridestowe playground fund
£598.30
Treetops
£422.30
Devon Air Ambulance
£387.08
St Lukes
£351.90
It is sad to see the passing of the Garden Club but perhaps there will be a time when the
village interest returns and until then, as they say on the radio, ‘Goodbye and good
gardening.’
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MOVIE WATCH - NOVEMBER 2017
Last year it was Dad’s Army followed by Swallows and Amazons. This time around we
sat through Whisky Galore and now Murder on the Orient Express. Then add in the
likes of Victoria and Abdul, Churchill and Dunkirk. It’s partly a reflection of titles which
make the tortuous journey from London to the far south-west, but originality would not
be the first word that springs to mind, would it? Maybe 2017 is just proving to be less
than a vintage cinematic year. It certainly sits way behind last year, when we were
captivated by the likes of Brooklyn and Bridge of Spies. Nothing of comparable quality
this year.
As with most of these re-makes, Murder on the Orient Express is absolutely fine.
Stylish, with a wonderful cast, an eye-watering $55m budget, beautifully shot in great
locations, all in all entirely watchable. But having returned home, we barely mentioned
the film again, other than to question why they’d bothered making it, when the original
remained perfectly serviceable.
On the positive side, the cinema was properly full and I didn’t fall asleep, not even
momentarily.
You know the story. Hercule Poirot (Kenneth Branagh) boards the Orient Express in
Istanbul, heading for Calais, only to find he is sharing it with a bizarre cross-section of
American and European society. There is haughty Russian Princess Dragomiroff (Judi
Dench, reprising her Queen Victoria portrayal), accompanied by her timid maid
Hildegarde (Olivia Colman). And it’s never made quite clear but demure governess Mary
Debenham (Daisy Ridley) may have had some previous connection with Dr Arbuthnot
(Leslie Odom).
Those who appear to be travelling alone include sinister German academic Gerhard
Hardman (Willem Dafoe), perpetually terrified Pilar Estravados (Penélope Cruz) and
voracious man-hunting American widow Mrs Hubbard (beautifully portrayed by Michelle
Pfeiffer).
Russian dancer Count Andrenyi (played by ballet star Sergei Polunin) and his flaky wife
Countess Andrenyi (Lucy Boynton) spend time with the businessman Marquez (Manuel
Garcia-Rulfo). Then there’s the splendid crooked American art dealer Ratchett (Johnny
Depp, terrific as a spiv), travelling with his butler Masterman (Derek Jacobi) and private
secretary Hector MacQueen (Josh Gad).
But although Branagh (who directed, produced, starred, grew ridiculous facial hair and
solved the mystery) pulls the whole thing together well enough, in no way does he
dominate proceedings in the style of David Suchet, who simply made the role his own.
I’d neither recommend nor put you off Murder on the Orient Express. With a cast of
that standing you know exactly what you’re going to get. And you do.
Talking of impressive casts, we didn’t get to see Paddington 2 (Hugh Grant, Ben
Whishaw, Hugh Bonneville, Sally Hawkins, Brendan Gleeson and Co) although it looks
like running well into December so we might yet.
Coming very soon now though, to a screen near you, is the blockbusting Star Wars:
Episode VIII - The Last Jedi, opening at the New Carlton on Thursday 14th December.
There are between two and five daily screenings right through to Boxing Day and, in all
likelihood, beyond. I imagine you’ll need to book seats in advance.
The breathless promotional blurb tells fans that the Skywalker saga continues as heroes
of The Force Awakens join the galactic legends in an epic adventure that unlocks age-old
mysteries of the Force and shocking revelations of the past. But they probably knew that
anyway.
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Amongst many others, the film stars Mark Hamill, Adam Driver, Daisy Ridley (fresh from
the Orient Express), John Boyega and Domhnall Gleeson, while featuring a farewell
performance from late Star Wars stalwart Carrie Fisher.
Otherwise we’re mostly looking at family films, scheduled to run over the Christmas
holidays. Both The Star (a Sony animation) and The Muppets Christmas Carol (the
mixture as before, but with Michael Caine adding box office appeal) open in
Okehampton in early-December.
Finally there’s a dreadful-sounding piece called Justice League, in which Batman
and Wonder Woman join forces ‘to save the planet from an assault of catastrophic
proportions.’ Justice League 2 perhaps?
Enjoy your Christmas films.
David Harrison

The Vicar writes...
Christmas is a time of year I love and loathe at the same time. I love the festivities and
the special magic that Christmas still holds for children but I can’t stand the
commercialism, all of the nauseating, tinselly adverts that start earlier each year so that
by the time Christmas dinner is finished, it’s all over. What’s more is the relentless
commercial pressure to spend more than we can afford with the implication that we if
we don’t we will have the crappiest Christmas ever and our children will be phoning
Childline claiming they are neglected.
One of the best Christmas presents I had as a child was a model 4-6-2 Britannia class
railway engine, I’ve still got it. When my Dad saw it on my Christmas list he told me not
to build my hopes up because it was far too expensive, £10 in those days. These days
kids seem to want hundreds of pounds worth of IT gadgets that makes the technology
of Star Trek look obsolete. Is it all relative though? My Grandfather thought us kids were
spoilt, in his day they were content with an orange and a spinning top.
I’m often at a loss as to what buy these days, we all have so much stuff, what do you
give someone that will be appreciated and not thrown away or shelved in the attic?
May be it’s not the cost I object to, so much as the task of Christmas shopping. I am not
IT savvy or confident enough to do it online and so I have to endure the trip into town,
spend twenty minutes driving around the car park to find a space, queue at the ticket
machine for another twenty minutes while some parent let’s their screaming child put
the coins in, invariably dropping them all over the floor, and when it finally comes to
your turn your last pound coin keeps tumbling into the coin reject tray and so you have
to go back to the car to find some more change………… and that’s all before you even get
to the shops!
Perhaps if we could learn to be content with less. Imagine what a treat a goose must
have been when most of the year you only had cheap cuts of meat and offal, or what a
luxury a Christmas pudding must have been. At a time when citrus fruits were exotic
rarities, even Granfer’s orange, would have been a real treat.
It seems that no matter what we have it’s never enough, we always want a bit more, we
are never quite satisfied.
To me that is what the other bit of Christmas is all about -peace. If we can learn to be
content and at peace with ourselves, then we would have a more peaceful world to live
in.
A merry and peaceful Christmas to you all.

Adrian Brook
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In 2011 The Guardian asked readers to tell them about their best and worst ever
Christmases. Here’s a selection of those stories:
I had hidden an engagement ring in the smallest Russian doll of a set
It was Christmas Eve 2009 and my then girlfriend, Amy, had invited me to spend the festive
season with her family in Devon. They have a tradition where, after singing carols in the
village square in Chulmleigh, everybody comes back to the house for a meal. We are all
allowed to open one present around the table after eating. I had hidden an engagement ring
in the smallest Russian doll of a set. It was a wonderful moment and thankfully she said yes.
Michael
One snowy Christmas Eve the cattle on our smallholding escaped
It was the mid 70s when I was five. I grew up in west Wales, where we had a smallholding
and my paternal grandparents had a farm just under Llanllwni Mountain. They called us one
snowy Christmas Eve to tell us the cattle we had on their land had escaped. We all bundled
into the car and set off to the farm. The day was spent tracking down the animals. My brother
and I were sent to find them in the fir wood, a magical world of knee-deep snow and silence.
Finally my sister spotted them and we got them back into the field and set about fixing the
fence.
As we headed back up the hill I was sleepy and trailing behind, my parents arm-in-arm in
front and, along with my brother and sister, they were silhouetted against a pillar-box-red
sunset. I remember thinking, amazed by the colour of the sun and the pink tinged snow: “I
will remember this all my life.” It was only as an adult I found that my memory of that moment
was wrong; it was not a red sunset but a bright red moonrise. Catherine
Quite unexpectedly, my wife died just two days before Christmas Day
Late in 2009 my wife made, with a little help from me, four decent-sized Christmas puddings.
That was one thing we always supplied when the family got together for Christmas dinner.
Then, quite unexpectedly, my wife died just two days before Christmas Day. Particularly for
the sake of the grandchildren, it was decided to carry on as normally as possible. We
managed to get through the turkey and then got out the pudding in its plastic container.
Somebody innocently asked: “Well how long does this need in the microwave to warm it up
properly?” We all looked at each other and realised that the one person who knew was no
longer with us. Luckily somebody gave a quiet laugh rather than bawling their eyes out and
we managed to microwave the pudding for a time that made it nice and warm.
The second of the four puddings was used at Christmas 2010 and another has been
recovered from the back of the larder. It’s in perfect condition and ready for this year’s meal.
These thoughts will come back to us every year and remind us all, whether husband, child or
grandchild, how much the maker of wonderful Christmas puddings meant to us all. Ron
My grandmother collapsed in the guest bedroom. She’d had a severe stroke
Christmas Eve, 1986. I’m sitting by my grandma’s hospital bed, where she has been lying
comatose for the past two days. Her usual stay with us for the Christmas period was
shattered when my mother found her one morning collapsed in the guest bedroom. She’s
had a severe stroke, just a few weeks shy of her 91st birthday. Since then, we have been
taking turns to maintain a round the clock vigil, waiting and hoping against hope for any
response.
Our local church choir, whom we know well from my two brothers’ long-standing association
with them, does the rounds of the hospital for carol singing every Christmas Eve. As they
enter the ward, I squeeze my grandma’s hand and tell her they are here. “How lovely,” she
slurs, and – an accomplished singer herself in her day – starts to sing along to Silent Night.
“Sleep in heavenly peace.” Sue
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Two men at the street door invited us to go upstairs. It was a lunch for the homeless
Our son died in August 2006 and having no close family we had booked into a well-known
chain hotel in Leicester for the Christmas holiday. It wasn’t until Christmas Day, when we
were turned away from the dining room, full of non-residents, that we realised that we were
going to go without lunch. We drove around a deserted Leicester city centre very hungry and
seriously thinking of going home when the sight of a large building with people eating at an
upstairs window cheered us up. Two gentleman at the street door invited us to go upstairs.
The big room was nearly full but we were welcomed and taken to a table. We sat down and
tomato soup was put in front of us followed by a delicious turkey dinner. None of this had
been ordered by us. It was hushed for such a large room mainly full of men with smartly
dressed “waiters” talking quietly and gently to each table. We had been invited to lunch for
the homeless. A group of kind friends had provided food, sleeping bags and rucksacks for
anyone who needed them. The restaurant owner had cooked the wonderful lunch and
supplied the room. We chatted afterwards to some of the helpers, one of whom had also
recently lost a loved one. We all wept a little and, while it was obvious we weren’t destitute,
the compassion and love we received from those good samaritans helped us more than
anything else, before or since. A very different Christmas we shall never forget. Vicky

Thank you
Many thanks to all who supported St Bridget’s Christmas Fair on 18th November.
Also thanks to the volunteers who worked so hard setting up and clearing away and
serving refreshments, etc. £500 was raised for church funds.
Ness Pearce
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Bridestowe Queen Bees
On Thursday 16th November we met for an interesting
talk by Vicky Mills who talked about ‘Dementia Friends’ - a
social action movement.
She gave us some general information about the condition:
Dementia is caused by a number of diseases that affect the
brain. The most common is Alzheimer’s but diseases also
include vascular dementia, dementia with Lewy bodies and Pick’s disease.
Different types of dementia affect the brain at different rates and in different ways, but other
things like someone’s personal circumstances, the people around them and the environment in
which they live, will affect their experience of dementia. Dementia progresses in a way that is
unique to each individual.
The word ‘dementia’ describes a set of symptoms that may include memory loss and difficulties
with thinking, problem-solving or language. These changes are often small to start with, but for
someone with dementia they have become severe enough to affect daily life. A person with
dementia may also experience changes in their mood or behaviour.
It is true that more people over 65 have dementia but it is not exclusively an older person’s
disease; younger people get dementia too.
The 5 key messages that we took away were:
1. Dementia is not a natural part of ageing
2. Dementia is caused by diseases of the brain
3. Dementia is not just about losing your memory - it can affect thinking, communicating
and doing everyday tasks.
4. It’s possible to live well with dementia
5. There’s more to a person than the dementia
There are things to remember when supporting people with dementia. Giving people time to
express themselves, remembering that body language and eye contact are important elements
in communication. Reducing background noise is helpful. Be aware of the possible difficulties
people may experience as their perception of things around them may be different to ours.
It was a thought-provoking session and our thanks go to Vicky and Waitrose who sponsor her;
Waitrose is a ‘dementia friendly’ store and staff are given training so that they can best support
customers.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------We welcome two new members to our ‘swarm,’ Esther Winter and Rachel Colnutt.
Our stunning new banner was revealed. The plan is that whenever QBs are putting in an
appearance, such as the Ram Roast, our banner will be unfurled.
Notices
The joint bingo session on Saturday 9th December, starts at 7.30pm. There are some great raffle
prizes.
Our festive meal date has been confirmed:11th January, 12.30 for 1pm at Betty Cottles
On 18th January we’re off to the Manor Hotel for a jewellery and candle making session. Meet at
White Hart at 6pm as session starts at 6.30pm.

Recommended last posting dates
UK Service
Friday 22nd December
Special Delivery Guaranteed Saturday Delivery
Thursday 21st December
Special Delivery Guaranteed
Thursday 21st December
1st Class and 1st Class Signed For
Wednesday 20th December 2nd Class and 2nd Class Signed For
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What Will You Sing? by Howard Barkell
This year Advent Sunday is on 3rd December. What? or So What? may well be your response.
In the Christian calendar Advent precedes Christmas just as Lent leads up to Easter. It also
marks the beginning of the church year. In former times when Christmas didn’t start until 25th
December Advent was a time of waiting and preparation, a time of expectation. Many of the
events which now take place in December would once have happened in the time between
Christmas Day and Old Christmas Day on 6th January.
Carol Singing is one of those customs which has moved forward in the calendar. A fine
description of yesteryear is given in Thomas Hardy’s novel Under the Greenwood Tree. The
early chapters describe how the village choir, all male by the way, meet up at one house on
Christmas Eve and tap the cider barrel while they decide on which carols to sing. Then led by
Michael Mail and his fiddle they sing outside the houses of the more important people in the
village, who were often in bed by this time of night. Incidentally, as they and other string
players sat in the gallery at the back of the church on Christmas morning leading the music they
were most put out by the young ladies in the congregation whose voices seemed to be raised in
a most unseemly, unladylike, even threatening manner!
George Thorpe records that during the incumbency of Thomas Burnaford (1701-1740) a
gallery was erected in St. Petroc’s. It stood at the west end of the nave and extended up to the
tower arch. It contained fourteen tiers and the upper part of the tower arch was framed off with
a glass panelled screen. The choir and musicians sat at the front, children at the back. By 1870
the gallery was becoming unsafe and may have already been unused by that time. A couple
years later the Rural Dean reported that on his annual inspection, “The gallery has fallen down
and should be removed.” Without wishing to cast aspersions on the sensitivity of musicians it
was rumoured that when the Rector made the decision to install a harmonium, band and choir
upped sticks and joined the Methodists. There is no truth in that story, I am sure!
A visitor who visited the church in 1897 was very much taken with the efficiency of the curate,
Mr. Gill, but also mentioned that a large American organ was played with considerable skill by
the village schoolmaster Mr Kenner. The choir consisted of seven boys and five men who were
chiefly remarkable for their ardour rather than their musicianship.
Peter Burnaford, a son of Thomas, was Rector of Bridestowe for over forty years in the
mid eighteenth century, but was an absentee priest, preferring to live at Lamerton and employ a
curate to minister to Bridestowe and Sourton. Whether the gallery at Bridestowe was installed
during that period is unknown. A plan of the building in 1830 suggests that it covered the west
end of the nave and in his Book of Bridestowe Richard Cann suggests that it was entered by a
door to the west of the porch. Whether the blocked up piece of wall still visible was a door or
window is a moot point. Internally the copious use of plaster on the walls has effectively
masked any possible clues. He also tells us that by 1857 there was a harmonium to provide the
music and a robed choir.
It is likely that carol singing as we know it, moving from house to house and nowadays
perhaps collecting for a charity, is a follow-on from the ancient custom of wassailing ( not to be
confused with orchard visiting). The name may even be as old as Anglo-Saxon. Peasants would
visit the wealthy, often on Twelfth Night to wish them well for the new year and receive useful
gifts in return. The greeting wassail, meant be thou hale or be in good health. The response was
drink hale when the wassail bowl would be passed around. It was a recognised exchange
between lord and peasant. The custom is reflected in the song We Wish You a Merry
Christmas, supposedly a traditional West Country carol.
Carol singing was largely unofficial in the sense that groups of singers from various places
travelled around to big houses and farms as well as larger settlements especially
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if they thought they might be invited in to help celebrate the festive season. My father was fond
of telling the tale of how the Bridestowe and Combebow singers, all travelling on foot, met one
starry night in the middle of Close Hill and how Willie Simmons, the Combebow blacksmith
took out his fiddle and they all sang While Shepherds Watched, to the Cornish tune Lyngham of
course rather than Old Winchester. I don’t know how many visits they had already made by that
stage!
As people became more mobile carol singing became more organised and an effort was
made to visit the whole parish. Recognised stops were made where the company would be
invited in to share festive food and drink. It became the custom to sing on consecutive evenings,
but whichever direction was travelled the last call always seemed to be at somewhere like the
Castle or Dartmoor Inn or Manor or the Fox or White Hart or Royal Oak or New Inn!
Singing Christmas carols became a popular outdoor communal activity after the Reformation
when English replaced Latin as the language of worship and many popular carols date from the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. One of the most popular and theologically sound, Hark, the
Herald Angels Sing, dates from 1739. It was written as a Christmas Day poem by Charles
Wesley, although the words have been tweaked since then and is usually sung to a tune by Felix
Mendelssohn. The two composers of words and music make a strange combination - Wesley an
Anglican priest, co-founder of Methodism wanted the words sung to a slow stately tune,
Mendelssohn, a Jew, only wanted his music used for secular purposes.
Joy to the World is even older, written by that prolific hymn writer Isaac Watts. It was
published in 1719 at a time when most church music consisted only of the psalms. He used the
words from the last few verses of psalm 98 and re-wrote them in New Testament language.
The Twelve Days of Christmas has a somewhat unusual history. Some think it was sung as a
simple children’s party game, forget the words and pay a forfeit. Others see a much deeper
meaning dating from the days when Catholicism was banned in this country (1558-1829). The
apparently innocent gifts were actually symbols of the Catholic faith. So my true love is actually
God the Father, the partridge is Jesus, the two turtle doves are the Old and New Testaments, etc.
Other favourites like Away In a Manger and We Three Kings are American imports and
theologically suspect for those who care about such things. Some words or music have been
borrowed from the folk tradition with any pagan connotations altered, so carols represent a wide
spectrum of sources. I hope you can find something to your taste.
Happy singing this Christmas!

The 49 Club - raising funds for Bridestowe Village Hall
Dear all,
My apologies for a lack of action in relation to the 49 Club. The 49 Club
will continue next year as before and I will ring round once this year’s
accounts are finalised.
I have not run this club very well at all this year, so I apologise to all those who have paid up
and are yet to receive their winnings. This will be rectified before Christmas.
The proceeds from the 49 Club go towards the running of the Village Hall, and is gratefully
received by the Management Committee.
Again, my apologies; I will speak to all members in the next few weeks and get all owed
winnings out to winners as well.
Many thanks
I hope you all have a great Christmas.
Gideon Pritchard
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SOURTON ROUNDUP DECEMBER 2017
Sourton Friendship Group
At our November meeting we spent a pleasant
afternoon listening to a talk about gluten free food by
Becky Jones. It was a very interesting topic and very
helpful to us all. We were pleased to welcome a visitor to
our meeting - we always like to see new faces.
The poppy wreath was placed by Rose Dashper and our
thanks go to her.
Our December meeting will be on Tuesday 5th December and we will be having lunch at
the Bow Garden Centre.
Our January meeting will be at the Fox and Hounds Hotel .
The Sourton Friendship Group would like to wish everyone a merry Christmas and a
happy and healthy New Year.
Sugarcraft
We have changed our meeting day and we now get together on a Monday afternoon,
with a cup of tea and biscuits .
We will be finishing classes at the beginning of December and will be starting again in
2018. More details from Geraldine - 01837 861414.
International Aid Trust
Thank you to everyone who helped to send 10 shoeboxes full of Christmas gifts, 4 filled
with little teddies, hats and gloves, and a £32 donation to International Aid Trust. The
boxes will go to Launceston first and then whenever a lorry/container filled with
humanitarian and medical aid goes to the needy countries the shoeboxes will be
included and transported there as cheaply as possible. Literature about the Trust is in
Sourton Church and the official ‘Thank you’ is on display in the Church porch.
Remembrance
Our Remembrance Service, ably taken by George Heathman and Rev. John Bell with
Brenda Harris at the organ, was well supported. It was an uplifting service giving thanks
for the great sacrifices and dedication of so many in both world wars and more recent
conflicts. We have sent the collection of £84.85 to the Royal British Legion in support of
their wonderful work.
Herbert Pellow
The funeral service for Herbert was held in Sourton Church on 29 August with Rev.
Adrian Brook officiating and Brenda Harris playing the organ. He was reunited with his
wife Freda and laid to rest in the churchyard. Herbert was a local lad and was a caring
and conscientious farmer until advancing years and ill health forced his retirement. He
loved his livestock animals and nature and was very happy quietly looking after them,
making time to enjoy them. Rev. Adrian Brook quoted this verse at his service “What is
this life if full of care, we have no time to stand and stare?” as it was so appropriate. Our
love and sympathy are with David, Lynda, Alyse and Isaac and all the family.
Audrey Pellow
The funeral service for Audrey followed by internment in the churchyard
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was held on 25 October. Rev. Adrian Brook officiated and Brenda Harris was the organist.
Audrey was a local girl growing up with her 2 siblings in the Lewdown area. She married
Martin in Broadley Chapel in 1957 and their daughter Linda was born in 1958. They
farmed together at Lillecrapp with Audrey helping her husband and enjoying village life.
She was a member of Sourton Mothers Union for many years. She suffered ill health for
a long time, was diagnosed with a brain tumour and eventually went blind. She showed
great strength of character because in spite of all her suffering she never complained.
Our love and sympathy are with Martin, Linda, David and all the family.
Dominic Harrison
We were all sorry to hear of the death of Dominic at the young age of 46. We knew
Dominic as he was the grandson of Peter and Sybella Collier. His funeral service was held
in Sourton Church on 27 October and taken by a family relative with a guest organist. The
full church
showed the love and respect that Dominic enjoyed during his life. We give our love and
condolences to his parents Kath, Jim, brother Marcus and all the family.
Mary Baggett
The funeral service for Mary was held on 9 November with Rev. Adrian Brook officiating
and Brenda Harris as organist. She was reunited with Frank her husband and laid to rest
in Sourton Churchyard. A member of the Lavis family Mary grew up locally attending
schools at Bridestowe and Okehampton. She sang in Sourton Church, played the organ
and was a member of Sourton Mothers Union for many years. She always loved
Dartmoor where she spent many happy hours and was brought home to Sourton as her
final resting place. Our love and sympathy are with her daughter Annette and all the
family.
Church Services in December
3rd
8 am
Prayer Book Holy Communion – Rev. Adrian Brook
4 pm
Christingle Service with Treetops Nativity Play – Rev. Adrian Brook
10th
8 am
Prayer Book Holy Communion – Rev. Adrian Brook
6.30 pm Taize Service
17th
4 pm
Carol Service – Rev. Adrian Brook with mince pies and festive drink
(charity collection yet to be decided)
24th
No Service
25th
9.30 am Christmas Holy Communion – Rev. Adrian Brook
31st
11 am Group Service at Lydford – Holy Communion – Rev. Adrian Brook
We send best wishes for a very Happy and Blessed Christmas to all BaSE readers from
Sourton.
Rose Dashper

Would you like to book Sourton Parish Hall?
Sourton Parish Hall has good facilities and would be suitable for
a variety of functions and meetings. It offers a large hall,
kitchen, disabled toilet, committee room and large stage. It has
disabled /wheelchair access with ramped entrances.
To book or for more information contact Geraldine Jury 01837 861414 or Chris Heron 01837
861523
email: sourtonvh@gmail.com
Website - www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk

Facebook - Sourton Village Hall
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The Book Club will meet on Thursday December 14th at
Millaton Cottage at 7.30pm for our Christmas shindig. We
might have time to discuss Michael Frayn’s memoir of his
father ‘My Father’s Fortune’ but then again we might not.
If you know in advance that you cannot come, please let me
know so than I can give the host a rough idea of numbers.
If you would like to start reading your December book (the one we discuss
at our January meeting) before that, you can pick up a copy from me at 11
Crandford Close any time from the start of the month.
Ann Allan 861551
P.S. Don’t forget your Secret Santa charity shop book.

Grand Christmas
Whist Drive
Saturday 16th December
7.30pm
Meldon Village Hall
£3
Prizes of meat, (including
joints from ½ a lamb),
produce and seasonal
fare
Raffle
In aid of Devon Air
Ambulance
WINTER CRAFT FAYRE
Sunday, 3 December
Noon until 4pm
Bratton Clovelly Parish Hall
Over 30 Stalls selling Xmas Gifts and Goods ~ Decorations,
Wreaths, Cakes, Jewellery, Children’s Goods, Craft-Ware, Toys,
Cards and Wrap… to name but a few...
Free Entry
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CHRISTMAS AT THE FOX & HOUNDS 2017
WEDNESDAY 20th

* CHRISTMAS CHARITY BINGO
12pm start £10 per person
Roast turkey & Christmas pudding
Bingo starts approx 2pm £1 per game
Coffee & mince pies

SUNDAY 24th

CHRISTMAS DRAW
8.30pm start. Tickets available at the bar

MONDAY 25th

CHRISTMAS DAY
OPEN 11-1 & 6-11
Hot rum punch served 11-1

FRIDAY 29th

CHRISTMAS DARTS KNOCKOUT
Doubles knockout drawn at 7.45pm
8pm start

SUNDAY 31st

NEW YEAR’S EVE
SPECIAL DINNER MENU
available at the bar
MUSIC & DANCING FROM 9pm

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS & FRIENDS

*The Charity Bingo on Wednesday 20th December is to help fund Holly Pearce and Dan
Turney who are taking part in ‘World Challenge.’ Holly and Dan, along with a group of other
students from Okehampton College, are off to Cambodia and Thailand in July 2018. Both are
working hard to raise the necessary funding but this event, kindly hosted by The Fox &
Hounds, will give them a boost. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Dartmoor Decorative & Fine Arts Society
Wednesday December 13th
CAUGHT IN THE REVOLUTION
Helen Rappaport
Helen Rappaport, a best-selling historian, talks about her compelling new book:
the gripping story of the Russian Revolution told from a new perspective a flamboyant cast of foreign eye-witnesses in Petrograd.
Dartmoor DFAS hold most meetings on the second Wednesday of each month at the
Charter Hall, Okehampton. Coffee will be served from 9.45am and lectures start promptly at
10.30am.

Edwardian Evening
Thursday 7th December 6pm - 9pm
Excelsior Silver Band, Mayor’s Carol Service, Hog roast, Roasted chestnuts,
Barrel organ, Reindeer, Father Christmas, stalls and more...

Neighbourhood Development Plan update
Bridestowe and Sourton’s Neighbourhood Development Plan is with the planning experts for a
final check; they will decide if the draft Plan has now reached the required standard and can be
submitted for Regulation 14 review. Our hope is that this submission will be before Christmas.
This final version of the NDP will be posted on Bridestowe’s and Sourton’s websites and
paper copies will be made available - full details in January’s BaSE. This will be your last
opportunity to submit comments on the draft Plan.
www.bridestowe.org.uk

www.sourtonpc.co.uk
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Bridestowe Parish Council Meeting

8th November 2017

Rex Haythornthwaite attended the meeting to say goodbye, as he is moving to Wiltshire.
He said how happy he had been living in Bridestowe and was sorry to leave but was
moving to be closer to family. The PC wished him all the best for the future, thanked him
for his commitment to the parish council and the community over many years and
councillors expressed how much he would be missed.
Kevin Ball, DCC councillor presented an update on current local matters including the
police, Okehampton Hospital, new jobs on industrial estates, and education (Second
Primary School in Okehampton, opening in September 2018).
Other matters raised by parishioners included tractor speeds and other vehicles
speeding in the village. The council has requested DCC Highways repair the damage to
the road caused by the badgers at Watergate and also to repair the waterlogged
footpath close to Station Road and Beara.
Alistair Hodgson and Alison Young have kindly offered to carry out the monthly
check/reporting on the defibrillator that is mounted on the outside wall of Riverside
Stores.
Requests for small grants exceeded the available funding. Five groups/charities applied
and the successful two groups were Bridestowe School PTA and Treetops, both for
learning/play equipment. To those groups who were unsuccessful and other new
applicants, the next funding for grant applications will be considered next May and
November 2018.
The parish council have changed their meeting day to the second THURSDAY in the
month to avoid a clash of dates with the Quiz Night.
If there is a need for a parish council planning meeting, this will be provisionally on
Thursday 14th December 2017 at 7.30 pm. Please see village noticeboards or parish
council website for further details nearer the time.
There is a full parish council meeting on Thursday 11th January 2018 at 7.30 pm in the
Methodist Church.
Further details of dates, agendas and minutes for Bridestowe Parish Council meetings
are displayed in the bus shelter in the village centre, at Riverside Stores and outlying
parish noticeboards in the parish, or on the Bridestowe web site at
www.bridestowe.org.uk
Contact details for Bridestowe Parish Council: Pete Daniels (Parish Clerk), 4 Trescote Way,
Bridestowe. EX204QB. Tel; 01837 861244.
Email bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk

Okehampton Library
Remember, from 29th November you will need to make sure you have your LIBRARY CARD
with you, as we will be transitioning to our new library system and website.
You will still be able to borrow and return items, but you will not be able to place
reservations. Return dates will be automatically extended, so there will be no need to
renew items during this period.
By mid December, all libraries should be back online and operating as normal.
We apologise for any inconvenience, but are looking forward to offering you all improved
library services.Christmas Draw for the Friends of Okehampton Library!
Don’t forget.. there’s a chance to win the contents of our luxurious festive hamper. Tickets
are available from the library for just £1 each, sold in aid of The Friends of
Okehampton Library.To be drawn Saturday 16 December.
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With Christmas lights hung, trees twinkling throughout Okehampton, shop windows dressed with
festive themes and children eagerly awaiting the arrival of one jolly gentleman, it can mean only
one thing; Christmas is coming!
It’s wonderful to see excited little ones come into my shop, adding toys and games to their
Christmas Wish Lists and hoping that Father Christmas will be delivering some of them on
Christmas Eve night.
Board games are always a popular gift, whether they are for young children or adults.
Games that are selling well for younger children are: Twister, Giggle Wiggle, Mr Bucket, Monopoly
Junior and
Doh Nutters. For older children and adults, the top sellers are Cards Against Humanity, Exploding
Kittens, Codenames, Ticket to Ride Europe and Hasbro’s new launch – Get A Grip.
I have a great range of board games in the shop, so pop in and take home a family fun board
game to play this Christmas.
The House of Marbles stocking fillers are going down very well, with traditional toys and
games such as Cats Cradle, Marble Games, Tiddly Winks, Jacks and the Moo and Baa barrels
doing particularly well. Jokes, Aaron’s Thinking Putty and Rory’s Story Cubes are great stocking
fillers - pop into the shop and have a look at the full range available.
Also back by popular demand are the bath sprudels and bath beans, as well as the newly
launched bath sprinkles and the amazing novelty ducks – including reindeer duck, Father
Christmas duck and snowman duck – why have an ordinary bath duck, when you can have a
novelty one that makes you giggle every time you look at it!
Hatchimals were tipped to be one of the top sellers this Christmas, particularly the
Hatchimals
Nursery playset. I have sold out of these but I do have the Hathcimals Surprise 4 pack and more
blind bags – both are selling fast. So if your little one has Hatchimals on their Christmas Wish List,
hurry to The Toy Shop and grab what you can, before they run out.
I have had several requests for Schleich, including the amazing Farm Life barn with animals
and accessories, the mobile vet with Hanoverian foal and the newly launched dinosaurs. All of
these are available in my shop and my prices are lower than Amazon (price comparison on
mobile vet trailer – Amazon price £74.99, my price £34.99! viewed on Amazon @ 22.17 on
21/11/17)
On the 7th December all the shops and retailers in Okehampton will stay open until late to
celebrate Edwardian Evening. What a wonderful way to do your festive shopping and to support
your local independent shops. I will be open all evening and offering festive nibbles and treats to
my customers and I very much look forward to welcoming you.
Father Christmas will be making an appearance at my shop again this year on Saturday 9th
and 16th December from 11am – 1pm. Bring your little ones down so that they can meet him..
As another year draws to a close, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your
continued support and custom. Unfortunately some of my friends and colleagues who own
independent toy shops, have not fared as well as I have. 8 of them have closed down in the last 6
months of this year due to on line sales with Amazon, Argos, Toys R Us and the supermarkets.
I really do appreciate your support and loyalty to me and my shop – thank you!
Lastly, I would like to wish you and your families and very merry Christmas and a happy and
healthy 2018.
The Toy Shop - 18 Red Lion Yard – Okehampton Tel: 01837 52368
Facebook – thetoyshopokey
Support your local, independent toyshop this Christmas!
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Lydford Gorge

Winter Fayre
Sunday 3rd December
11:00 - 15:00
Pick up a Dartmoor
Christmas tree and do
some Christmas shopping
supporting local craft and
food producers.

Okehampton Auctions
Unit 1 Fatherford Farm, Exeter Road
Okehampton

INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
Includes upper back, shoulders, neck,upper arms, head
and face massage £20
PEDICURE SPA
Includes soaking feet in natural herbs, removing dead
skin with herbs, cuticle treatment, cutting, filing, buffing
and polish toe nails £25
MANICURE SPA
Includes soaking fingers,cutting,filing, cuticle treatment,
buffing and polishing nails. £18

Next sale
Wednesday 6th December
at 10 a.m. prompt
Monday 4th Dec. 10am viewing
Tuesday 5th Dec. 12- 6pm
viewing and morning of sale
from 8.30am
Approx. 1000 lots

DISCOUNT FOR PENSIONERS
ALSO AVAILABLE: PARAFFIN WAX
TREATMENT FOR HANDS AND FEET
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• Rotary/ manual sweeping
• Certificates for insurance issued
• Chimney CCTV recordings carried out
• Birds nest removal
• Complete dust free service
High reach equipment also available for gutter
cleaning/ external chimney
repair
Special rates for BaSE
catchment area

Call: 01837 861873
07747419950

SAM ALLUM
Boiler
Maintenance
OFTEC REGISTERED
C8240
Call: 01822 610 668
Mobile: 07832 024 948
Email:samallum@gmail.com
FOR SERVICING AND
BREAKDOWN OF OIL
BOILERS

• Competitive rates
• Friendly, tidy and efficient
• Call now for a quote

Golden Leaf Landscapes
Garden Construction, Design and
Maintenance
Louise and Robert Mogridge
Fully qualified with over 15 years
experience
01837 89285 07811781137

QUALITY SEASONED LOGS
FOR SALE
Shed stored and ready to burn to
keep you toasty this winter!
Competitively priced with friendly
and reliable delivery available
locally.

Call Roger for further
information on 07886 185281

www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

Rob McBain Tree Services
Trained, Certified & Insured
All tree work undertaken
Hedge laying & pruning
Fencing

07824 980 198
robmcbain@hotmail.com
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R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7
• regular trips to London
• local/long distance
• secure storage
CALL ROB ON
01837 880336 or 07583 220243

Reiki treatments relax and unwind with a 1 hour
treatment in a beautiful setting on
the slopes of Dartmoor.
Call Danielle
01822 820 379,
Burn Cottage, Lydford.

River Walks
House/Pet Sitting
Over 16 years veterinary experience
Dogs, cats, small animals to small
holdings and special needs pets cared for.
Also dog walking and cleaning available
Please call Louise on

07968698641

CROSSGREEN WOODWORKS
Established Cabinetmakers and Specialist Joinery.
Proprietors Ginette and Brian Nobbs.
Crossgreen Woodworks, Lower Cross Farm, Lifton,Devon, PL15 9SL,
• HAND PAINTED SHAKER STYLE kitchens made in our workshop
• SECOND NATURE bespoke quality kitchens • FREESTANDING solid wood kitchens
• Compare our prices with other kitchen suppliers, you will find our kitchens are very
competitively priced. We are happy to cross price any quote you have had.
Telephone 01566 784216
email: info@crossgreen-woodworks.co.uk
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Preschool &
Out of school clubs
Bridestowe
Providing excellent
Preschool care for 2-5yrs
&
Breakfast, Afterschool &
Holiday activity clubs for 3 - 12yrs
Staff run toddler group Tuesday mornings 9.30am - 11.30am
OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK
7.45am - 6pm
For more details contact Treetops on
01837 861761
Or email:
treetopschildcare@btconnect.com

HEDGE
LAYING
TREE
FELLING
PRUNING

FIREWOOD /
LOGS
MINI DIGGER HIRE
LANDSCAPING

SAM WHITE
CALL: 07515 420883
01409 221011

Abigail’s Babysitting Service!
Want to go out for the night?
Well I have it covered for you, I can look after
your children for the night.
Fun, caring and kind girl who has experience.
I have completed a babysitting course and
first aid run by
‘Teen Angel Babysitting’
I charge £5 per hour.
Interested?
Call on 01837 861247

LOCAL PLUMBER
Est. 30 Years
Bridestowe & District
Call Mick on:

01566 783562
07984 812807
Mini Digger Hire -1½ ton
Very Competitive Rates

Telephone: 01837 861 509
Mobile:
07748344978
Woodhead, Bridestowe, Okehampton
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One Simple Change
Who would like to lose those unwanted lbs, feel healthy
and possibly make some money as well?
For info
Call 07741474794
Email. lecallaboard@gmail.com
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Tony Day
Plumbing and
Gas services
Main and LPG gas
appliances serviced and
repaired
Phone 01837 83702
Mobile 07773966201

Dartmoor Tiling
Professional Tiling Service
Contact: Steve Essery
01837 52013
07729 460746
Website: www.dartmoortiling.co.uk
Email: steve@dartmoortiling.co.uk
Limited Editions
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A selection of limited edition
cards, including new images
from the Spring Cottage
Collection by local artist
Fay Johns are available from
Riverside Stores and Country
Lanes Garden Centre,
Okehampton.
These cards fit into a 6 inch
mount aperture and can easily
be made into a framed piece of
art, making a lovely gift. Original
Paintings available at The Blind
Spot Gallery, in the Okehampton
Arcade. Well worth a visit.
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07876028381

The Moor Hair Co
(Formerly ‘Madisons’ is now under new
management)

Paula, Andrea and Shirley
look forward to
welcoming new and
existing clients to our warm friendly
salon.

FREE FREE FREE FREE
Horse manure, collect in bags.
Please ring 07733322716 or
01837 861696 to arrange collection.

3 ST JAMES STREET, OKEHAMPTON

Tel: 01837 658696
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Scrap cars collected
Reliable service
guaranteed
Top prices paid
Secondhand tyres for
sale.
Call Michael on

07831698676
EDZ

Bridestowe and Sourton’s Freecycle scheme
It’s all about reuse and keeping good stuff out of
landfills.
It’s all gone a bit quiet on the ‘Freecycle’ front but
maybe in the New Year you will get the urge to spring
clean. If you want to offer something for free or
request something, send details to me through the
usual channels - phone, mail or email.
Alison Young
01837 861157
ali.young53@btinternet.com

All aspects of property
maintenance including
interior and exterior decor,
plastering, specializing in
stonework, carried out by
City & Guilds' qualified
builder with actual proof of
same.
For free quote
01837 861604
-----------------------Chimney sweeping service
sensible prices - vac and
brush
Also window cleaning
service
01837 861604
-----------------------Mobile valeting service
Car, van or whatever you
have for valeting - collection
and delivery service.
Prices from £25 - £45
01837 861604
Mobile 07902913627
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ALSO LAMB
AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE FRESH THROUGHOUT DECEMBER
CALL ANDY OR ADAM ON 01837 861891 / 07841 720183
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Alistair Kinsey
Hearing Mobility
Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist
Ear wax removal service
1A Pym Strret
Tavistock

01822 617883

SWIFT CHIMNEY
SWEEP
contact

Steve Swift
01566 783435
07890467406

www.hearingmobility.co.uk
info@hearingmobility.co.uk

Lunar cycle
for December
New moon 18th
First quarter 26th
Full moon 3rd
Last quarter 10th
Okehampton
Recycling Centre
Winter opening
times
(October - March)
Monday - Friday
9am - 4.30pm
Saturday & Sunday
10am - 4.30pm
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Bridestowe and Sourton
Extra is sponsored by

Glebe Park
(Bridestowe Caravan Park)
Calor Gas /CampingGas Sales

Laundrette
facilities
available daily, 8am until 8pm
Tel: 01837 658907 Mob: 07870 305880
Plumbing Heating Renewables

Luxury 6 berth, centrally heated,
double glazed, static caravans
for hire, either for the week or
for short breaks.
Details available on request
01837 861261

John & Diane Ware
Hunters Moon
Bridestowe, Okehampton, Devon,
EX20 4EN
Tel 01837 861193
email:
enq@huntersmoon-devon.co.uk
website:
www.huntersmoondevon.co.uk
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Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery and
Garden maintenance undertaken
Felling, Reductions, Hedge
trimming, Strimming, Grass
cutting,Ground maintenance
Fully insured
Also quality firewood supplied
Thrushel View, Lewdown
07881 288093
Robert & Nicholas McNamara
01566 783471
Specialists in round the clock
care, repair and maintenance of all of your
Plumbing and Central Heating Services
Domestic, Agricultural and Light Industrial
Domestic Oil Fired Boilers & associated
services
Proper craftsmen taking a pride in what we do!
07596 9972071 /
07599078805
No call out charges

Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco
Wedding and Family Party
Specialist
Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!
www.richardstimemachine.co.uk

01837 811172

Bramhill
Cob, Lime and Stone Laying
Eco Buildings
Barn Conversions
Extensions
Repointing
Lime plastering,
Tadelakt & Venetian
Repair, Restore &
Renovate
Listed Buildings
CSCS Reg
Alister Polhill
Mob. 07518908876
Tel. 01822 820347
alister.polhill@gmail.com

The Leawood Herd of North Devon
Cattle
Home produced, naturally reared, marbled North
Devon Beef traditionally hung for 3 weeks for a
fuller flavour.
15kg Freezer boxes, bagged and
labelled for just £105 including
roasting joints, steaks, mince and
stewing cuts.
Call Brian or Angela
on 01837 861203

Guitar lessons
for beginners and
intermediate - all styles
Telehone 01837 861415
or visit
www.jeffguitar.co.uk
for more details
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BODYMAINTENANCE.CO.UK

Sports massage
injury & pain clinic
Highly experienced in providing effective
treatments for acute, chronic, radiating
and referred pain, strains & sprains.
Free consultation and advice available.
Please contact:
Clive Lacey - 07747112019 /01566783609
Or email - clivelacey@bodymaintenance.co.uk
Further info - www.bodymaintenance.co.uk

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.
Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT preparation
and MOTs arranged.

01837 861770

07773 669097

JAMES TENNANT LTD
LAND ROVER/JAGUAR
SPECIALIST
Est. 1987
Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton, Okehampton
EX20 4HY Tel. 01837 861478
Email: info@jamestennant.co.uk
www.jamestennant.co.uk
Main Dealer Level Land Rover/Jaguar SDD
Diagnostics for all models of Range Rover, Evoque,
Discovery and Freelander 2005 onwards. Autologic
Diagnostics for earlier models
Large stock of genuine and pattern parts
Class IV MOT Bay
VAMAG Vector 4-Wheel Alignment
Courtesy cars available
Our nephew Richard Tennant is a Jaguar Master
Technician and we are pleased to offer service and
repairs on modern Jaguar cars.
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Complete Podiatry & Chiropody Care
Mr Heath Weymouth BSc(Hons) PgDip MChS
HCPC Registered Podiatrist & Member of the Society of Chiropodists and Podiatrists
07946-473972
Home visits available
CANNON BARN PODIATRY
Helping you walk towards pain free
Treatments include: Corns, callus, ingrowing toenails, thickened nails,
biomechanics, sports injuries and much more.
1 Cannon Barn Cottages, Lewdown. Nr Okehampton. Devon. EX204BT
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Forthcoming Events for December
Saturday 2nd
Sunday 3rd
Tuesday 5th
Thursday 7th
Saturday 9th
Tuesday 12th
Wednesday 13th

Thursday 14th
Saturday 16th

10 - 12, St Bridgets - clean up day with cake
7pm, Fox & Hounds, Charity Quiz
11am - 3pm, LydfordGorge, Winter Fayre
12 - 4pm, Bratton Clovelly Parish Hall, Winter Craft Fayre
Sourton Friendly Group lunch at Bow Garden Centre
12.30pm, White Hart, Thursday Morning Group lunch
6pm - 9pm, EDWARDIAN EVENING
1 - 4pm, Sourton Village Hall, Table Top Sale
7.30pm, Bridestowe Village Hall, Bingo Night
12noon, Over 60's Xmas Luncheon
10.30, Charter Hall, Oke, DDFAS talk - Caught in the Revolution
5pm-6pm, Bridestowe Primary School(top playground) Xmas songs
8pm, White Hart, Quiz in aid of Bridestowe Cricket Club
7.30pm, Millaton Cottage, Book Club Christmas shindig
10-12, Methodist Church, Coffee Morning, 50/50 shop hibernates!
5pm - 9pm, Bridestowe Village Hall, Family Christmas party
7.30pm,Fairplace Church Christmas Concert

Thursday 21st
Saturday 23rd
Sunday 24th

6pm, Carol singing around Bridestowe
9.30am, 10am-12noon, Bridestowe Village Hall, Festive Bacon Baps
9pm, White Hart, Christmas Draw

Saturday 30th

12noon, White Hart, Volunteer Group meeting

Weekly exercise activities held in Bridestowe Village Hall
Monday
6.30 - 7.45, Bridestowe Village Hall, Aerobics
Tuesday
2 - 4pm,
Bridestowe Village Hall, Short Mat Bowls
Every Thursday and alternate Tuesdays 7pm-8pm Yoga
------------------------------------------------------------------------2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 7pm to 9.30pm Family Games Evenings in the Meth. Church

BASE submissions
We plan to print BaSE 5 days before the end of the month so please get your
submissions in well before this date as compiling the newsletter takes some time. If you
do have an unavoidable late submission please phone to see if we can squeeze it in.
Many thanks.
Martin & Alison Young
Don’t forget you can read it online via Bridestowe’s and Sourton’s websites

Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,
Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER Tel: (01837) 861157
or ali.young53@btinternet.com (please put BaSE in the subjectline)
BaSE is printed by Martin Young at the above address.
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